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is even more true of agricultural methods and research,
and improvements in veterinary science and animal health,
to say nothing of fisheries in those Colonies which are in
part dependent on the harvest of sea and river. The work
of bodies like the Imperial College of Tropical Agriculture,
of Amani and other research stations, and especially of the
new Colonial Research Fund and Committee, will be of
enormous importance to the future of the Colonial Empire.
There are many problems associated with economic,
social and political development in the individual Colonies,
some of which have already been referred to. In so far as
they can come under the Development and Welfare pro-
gramme, they will have been surveyed by the various
Colonial Governments, and where schemes are proposed,
will come under review by the Development and Welfare
Council and by the Colonial Office. But Lord Hailey has
reminded us in his Romanes Lecture of 1941 on the Place
of the Colonies in the British Commonwealth that there are
problems inherent in our declared objective of self-govern-
ment for the Colonies which will demand increasing attention
as that policy is progressively implemented.
The free and voluntary association of equal partners in
the present Commonwealth was made easier by the fact that
these communities were of similar racial and cultural origin,
with similar traditions, sentiments, political and social
institutions all deriving from the mother country. This will
not be so in the case of the Colonial Empire. Political
enfranchisement in these cases involves differences of kind
father than of degree, and introduces many complications
absent from the present system. To state these difficulties
is certainly not to imply that they cannot be solved (indeed
the example of New Zealand in successfully solving the
problem of the relations of indigenous and immigrant
peoples is proof to the contrary) but only to recognize that